Authors of the example

School: Vilnius Alexander Pushkin gymnasium
Teachers: A. Kodzisova, A. Rudak

Contact details (optional):

Title

Mona Lisa

Target participants

8 grade

Discipline

Disciplines involved: Art, crafts, geography, history, math, biology
Expected role of Art & Science:

Art: Creating an interpretation of “ Mona Lisa” painting

Science: History, math in art, biology (anatomy)

Link with Climate and/or Equality topic

Equality topic

This creative exercise allowed them to reflect on diversity and the concept of equality in a
meaningful way.

Teaching resources

Information: https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPEN6F7v0/fvxtBw4qSqj-
CrEhPKuUuA/view?utm content=DAGPEn6F7v0&utm campaign=designshare&utm medium
=link&utm _source=editor

Material: paper, pens, rulers, paints, brushes, pencils

Tools: presentation, Internet resources

Time required

Preparation: 1 theoretical lesson

Execution: 4 lessons of painting



https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPEn6F7v0/fvxtBw4qSqj-CrEhPKuUuA/view?utm_content=DAGPEn6F7v0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPEn6F7v0/fvxtBw4qSqj-CrEhPKuUuA/view?utm_content=DAGPEn6F7v0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGPEn6F7v0/fvxtBw4qSqj-CrEhPKuUuA/view?utm_content=DAGPEn6F7v0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor

Description of the activity

In art classes, the 8th-grade students explored the theme of equality through their
interpretations of the famous painting "Mona Lisa." They were encouraged to reimagine her
appearance, transforming her into someone of a different ethnicity, a woman from another
era, or a member of a different subculture. This creative exercise allowed them to reflect on
diversity and the concept of equality in a meaningful way.

The process began with the students familiarizing themselves with the biography of Leonardo
da Vinci, followed by an in-depth study of the "Mona Lisa." They examined da Vinci's painting
techniques, gaining insight into the mastery behind his work. In addition to the personality of
Leonardo da Vinci, students were also introduced to the Renaissance and the main artists of
that time.

Using a grid method, they then replicated the composition of the painting, focusing on
capturing the proportions and details that make the "Mona Lisa" so iconic.

Once they had successfully recreated the composition, the students were tasked with
imagining their own interpretation of the painting. They brought their ideas to life by
completing their artworks with paints, ensuring that their unique visions were fully realized.
Throughout this process, discussions played a crucial role, as students shared their thoughts
on each other's work, offering feedback and reacting to the diverse interpretations that
emerged.

This project beautifully merged art with the theme of equality, as students learned to
appreciate both the technical mastery of da Vinci and the broader humanistic values that art
can express. The lessons fostered a deeper understanding of how art can be a powerful
medium for discussing social issues, while also reinforcing the importance of accurate
representation, anatomy, and thoughtful interpretation in artistic creation.

Impact of the activity on the competences of participating students

Competence Description of the expected Expected impact (high-
impact medium-low)

Knowledge: High High

Art & Science skills: | High High

Social skills: High High

Emotional skills: High High

Communication High High

skills:

Attitudes: High High




We completed this project in 8th grade, but this assignment can be done with students of
different ages.

Please develop audio-visual material and a 1’-5” tutorial to be shared on Internet and social
media (eg YouTube videos, reels etc).
Photos:
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